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ADVERTISEMENT. 


'THE author of the following tract has 
long been in the habit of examining his own 
thoughts on paper, upon all the queſtions 
of conſtitutional law and government which 
have occurred within his own time; and 
not unfrequently has committed theſe 
thoughts to the judgment of the public. 
To theſe publications he has never affixed 
his name, becauſe doing this might ſeem 
to intimate an opinion, either that his name 


carried weight and authority, which he has 


not the vanity to think, or that theſe tracts 
were ofa ſort from which he could advance 
any little reputation he may enjoy. At 
the ſame time the author has never wiſhed 


to conceal his name, becauſe he never wrote 


what had not the ſincere conviction of his 
own mind, and was ever willing to be re- 
ſponſible 


5 1 f 


ſponſible in tharaer for the general ten · 


dency of his writings. The reſpect he en- 
tertains for Mr. Burke, made him wiſh to 


examine the principles of government ad. 


vanced in that gentleman's late celebrated 


publication, in a work of better arrange- 


ment and greater extent; but he knows 


the habits of his own mind too well not to 


ſuſpect, that indolence and profeſſional 
avocations may delay the completion of 
ſuch a work until the occaſion be paſt. 
He has, therefore, in this as in other in- 
ſtances, ſubmitted his firſt thoughts to 
the judgment of the public. 


The publications on this ſubje& are 
become ſo numerous, that this Second 
Edition has the name of the Author, un- 
willing to have errors not his own imputed 
to him. | 


A LET. 


* 


ets, 


DEAR ay, 


Yoi UR political connections will, doubt- 
leſs, for the moſt part, decide on your 
public conduct: nor is it my wiſh to damp 
the ardor of your purſuit. A party form- 
ed under the mild virtues and inflexible in- 
tegrity of the late Marquis of Rocking- 
bam, approved by the diſcriminating head 
and benevolent heart of the late Sir George 
Saville, and conducted by the direct, open, 
and manly underſtanding of Mr. Fox, 
ought to command your warmeſt attach- 
ment. Whatever temporary deviations an 
unmerited proſcription through a long 
reign may have provoked, their public 
principles will render them the firmeſt 
ſupport of the Throne, and of the Britiſh 8 
Conſtitution, ſhould the ferment which an 
accumulation of heavy burdens on the 


its influence to this iſland, Vou will, 
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People has excited in France, Xextend * 3 , 7 — 
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therefore, do well to make a common cauſe 


Pedic them. To us mere theorifts it be- 


rene & 


| | , Yam longs to follow the principles we — 
e, A— into G their oy yy 2 


” Your Dt r was direfted ER 
the advocate for prerogative in 1784, yet 
you conſeſſed my defence was bottomed on 
reaſoning not inimical to the rights of the 
People. The ſame principles led me to 
concur with yau in reprobating the frantic 


3 +, Partition of Royal authority attempted in 


. 4 6 DI the intended Regency, becauſe we thought 
ge. 


1227 e ** 
e neſit of the People. Whatever language the 


the ſame powers proportioned to the ſame 
end, were at all times equally neceffary—a 


truſt in the individual created for the ſole be 


[| ee, A prudence of your political friends may dic- 
7 2 "tate, we ſhall both probably again concur 


F FER 
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in thinking that the ſentiments: conveyed 
in the late celebrated publication of Mr. 
Burke are neither more nor leſs than the 
exploded doctrine of the old ſchool re- 
vived in a new dreſs, calculated equally 
to ſupport bad as good Government, under 


. all its forms, from the mad deſpotiſm of 


Aſia to the mild admiuiſtration of laws 


. . » * 
In 


19 4 
i Great Britain a=via thor, the Wihpaie 
of ſuperſtition confounding all human rea- 
ſon — which commits the deareſt intereſts 
of ſociety to the diſpoſal of chance, by 
building thoſe inſtitutions which determine 
the happineſs or oppreſſion of mankind on ; : 
the fleeting prejudices of an unin formed, r 


not on the conviction of an nn . 3 
| _ 2 


It is of little i importance to the People 725 ==|| 
of this country whether a Club, 9 
The Revolution Society, in addreſſing the- 
National Aſſembly of France, have treſ—- = 
paſſed on that temperate, decorous line of A 
conduct which Mr. Burke; both by pre- * 44 
cept and example, profeſſes to teach. Of 4 


as little importance is it to us whether a _ 
libet on a whole nation, wrought up with , 


all the enthuſiaſm of a glowing 1 imagina- 2 I 
tion, be the mere creature of imagination, SM 
or an exaggerated picture of the evils at- "i201 
tendant on all great revolutions.  - As a HE aca or; | 
'man, I rejoice that the fetters of deſpotiſm = 2; o 
are broken—and, viewing the formation of A 8 

a new government as the nolleſt ſcene. in 22 >| 
which the virtues and talents of men can | 
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act, I feel 'a ſtrong intereſt in the ſucceſs 
of their exertions, and look forward with 
ſome anxiety to the effect of thoſe new 
eſtabliſhments, which certainly do not come 
1 recommended by the experience of other 
* Z. or Hoes? nation? ; in ancient or in modern times. 


| „ Nor is my general humanity very deeply 


33 e wWounded if ſome individuals inevitably 


J , in the ſtruggles of a great nation, 
| Z by which twenty- five millions of people 
| bhope, at leaſt, to emerge to freedom, and 
| i F e by which a reſtleſs, intriguing, perfidious 
F 1 power, oppreſſive to its ſubjects, and de- 
e e ſtructive to the peace of its neighbours, 
b He, has certainly been deſtroyed. 
ECT 
FP; I can ſmile in private at the extreme ſen- 
Gbility of . thoſe worthy politicians, who 
calmly. contemplate the armies of deſpotic 
princes, waſting whole countries, and de- 
ſtttoying each other to cure the liſtleſs lany 
+. gyor of a ſovereign, or gratify the caprice 
of a itrumpet, as events in the ordinary 
Yy train of God's good -providence, yet are 
2 petrified with horror at the irregulaf juſtice 
4 2 * of a mob. Were not falſe terrors induſ- 
3 2 LID. — trpuly raiſed to — all ardor for that 
I — 1 
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| firſt of human bleſſings, public liberty; 
Were. not principles advanced deſtructive, 
in my judgment, of all freedom; Were 
not oonſequences drawn from the diſorders 
of a neighbouring State, and applications 
made to the Government of this country, 
the direct reverſe of thoſe which 2 
reaſoning and juſt policy, in my j — 

ment, warrant I am not Quixote 2 l.. 4 ' 
to have engaged in the controverſy — I 44/7 T3 
ſhould not even venture, to aſk the author 4 


oo ww 


of a political rhapſody the moral inference 9 + <1 
from any one. deſcription in his boo. Jy 
When he exprefſes. his expectation and 185 


hope that ten thouſand ſwords would have 
leaped from their ſcabbards to avenge a 
look Which threatened with inſult a Queen 
of France, not famed for all the virtues | =. 
which, in times of chivalry, inflamed te ] 

imagination of a true knight—l would not tl 


* 


even inquire what is due to our own Moo... -F 
— — | 
nare ll exemplary in all the duties of private) —_—_— 


life, and though ſometimes ill adviſed in the A — 
means, fincerely, I believe, wiſhing: to; 
promote the happineſs of his ſubjects. 4 
The moral of the fable is plain, 22 in? 


this new ſcale of political duty, the do- Fa 
nden 2 


, . ——— 2 ö 
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ration of princes muſt riſe in juſt propor- 
tion to their virtues, we ought to approach 
the facred preſence of our Sovereign crawl- 
ing on the earth, and humbly ſolicit the 
* of _ trodden into duſt. "PIO 


f * who am a Nen man, feel my mind 
bewildered by theſe flights, am obliged to 
ſeek conviction by deductions of reaſon, 
illuſtrating theory by a reference to hiſto- 
rical facts — If I deſert this beaten road I 
Xx A m! loſt& and to thoſe ſober underſtand- 
Arm 6 & ings who, with me, are willing to ſeek 
for truth, at the hazard of being reproach- 
ed with cold hearts, my arguments are 
- addrefſed.—Whether the good ſenſe of the 
Public will do juſtice to the mots of 
which I am conſcious, is more their con- 

A Zo cern than mine LI think I am endeavour- 
PRI LOA, ing to promote the public happineſs — I 
Fe. , have no poſſible inducement to wiſh con- 


7 _ * 


ud, | In contemplating the great ſcene now 
| iſplayed in France, which engages the 
attention of all Europe, the firſt reflection 


| 3 ſug * is, that the experience of the 


ancient 
* % 3 


* 4 
FF 


L * 
ancient world%affords no analogies from De, . 
| which we may venture to conjecture the g. A. | 
probable event. We cannot reaſon from ; F 
the ancient republics either on the perfec- 


tion to which the ſame forms of goyern- 
ment may now be carried, or the extent, 


of territory theſe may permanently em- h 
brace. The of printing alone has S As 2 
wrought a total change in the condition of”, pods. — | 


mankind. In modern times, where the e 


| uber e preſs prevails, the true prin- A At + 
ciples of government are inveſtigated in 


2 the abſtract, and conſequently without 


paſſion. Every queſtion of public intereſt, 
whether it regards the diſtribution of po- = 
ltical power among the ſeveral orders of | | 
the State, or the actual exerciſe of thoſe 
powers, is again and again diſcuſſed. The 
thinking part of the community weigh 
the arguments in their cloſet. The ge- t | 
neral afſent of cultivated minds gradually | 
| 
[ 


commands the concurrence of the multi- 
tude, and the public mind, after ſome vi- 
brations, commonly ſettles on the ſolid 
foundation of acknowledged truth. But, 
above all, the modern improvement: of re- F 
rn 922 i 

diveſted i". 0 


K 
* vue "=> diveſted it of all its tare?! and enabled: 


ors it to debate every queſtion of public inte- 
jou — /&- reſt with all the wifdom, and knowledge, 


FEES and 'adility; bf every ſpeties,' which the 
. e . nation can boaſt, without that perverſion 
of mind which muſt invariably pervade: 

2. . the deliberations of an Aſſembly actuated 
1 HEL 8 . by intereſts diſtin& from thoſe of the great 
e e of the People. Had France enjoyed 
ſuch a well - regulated democracy, balanced 
by -a ſeparate order of Nobles, who, if 
7 they have not ſtrength ultimately to reſiſt, 


f 


6 may yet interpoſe their negative, and com - 


* pel the Commons again and again to deli - 
berate. Had the permanency of their 
4 Conſtitution been yet farther ſecured by an 
hereditary Monareh, poſſeſſiiig excluſively 
the whole executive power of the State, 
and enabled to appeal to the People even 
againſt their repreſentatives on any pro- 
jected innovation in their Government. 
Rafh indeed would have been the nation, 
; who under thoſe circumſtances had com- 
&\ mitted their deareſt intereſts to the bazard 
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Far different indeed was che ſtate of 


France. The attainment of . a Go- 
vernment was abſolutely impoſſible They 


Had a deſpotic Monarch ſupported by a 


mercenary army by a numerous body of 


Crown, who preſcriptively held all mili- 


was fed with the ſpoils of the People; who, 
beſides engroſſing all the military, and moſt 


of the civil appointments under the Crown,”, 


divided annually one million and a half ſter 
ling of the public money under the denomina- 
tion of Penſions. The other pillar of deſ- 


potiſm was the Church. This eſtabliſnment 


in France, originally framed to ſupport the 
dominion of a foreign Pontif, had tranſ⸗ 
ferred its obedience to the Monarch, re- 
taining the ſpirit of its inſtitution. This 
body, thus conſtituted, were not only 
bound to the throne by the intereſt- of 
the order, but by the yet more prevailing 


intereſt of individuals, who looking up tothe 


Monarch 


C 


2 2 
1 
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Nobility, the political Janifaries of the Ai 44 
-- Aer, >> 


4 Ce LL 2425 
tary command who were favoured as a . A, 


diſtinct race with peculiar immunities r 
law, and yet greater privileges by the ha- e — . 
bitual ſuperiority they aſſumed; whoſe ,,p 27: 
pride was pampered, and whoſe indolence . /5» = 


FA ey) Py 8 . 
, . 
e. 
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„ 
Monarch for preferment, endeavoured to 
merit his grace and favour by ſedulouſly pro- 
moting the views of the Court. The Clergy 
moreover were linked and blended with the 
Nobility, whoſe. younger ſons held the 
richeſt benefices—and this maſs of power 
was conſolidated by a landed revenue, ex- 
ceeding five millions ſterling of annual rent. 


Who that viewed this ſyſtem of Pg 
could believe that its overthrow approach 
2 The devouring claims of the ſubordinate 
inſtruments of a deſpotic Power exhauſted 
the treaſury of the Monarch. With a pay- 
ment of eight millions to the Public Cre- 
ditors, and twenty-three millions of an- 
nual revenue, an iucreaſing arrear com- 
pelled the King to convene a repreſentation 
of the People. And the defection of the 
common ſoldiers left the whole power of 
the State in their hands. To aboliſh the 
deſpotiſm of the Crown ts admitted to be 
wiſe and juſt, To prevent the reſtoration of 
this power became à neceſſary duty. Mr. 
Burke thinks this might have been effected, 
preſerving the Nobility and the Church, be- 
cauſe in the moment of their own humili- 
ation, 


1 
ation, and of the popular fervor, the in- 
ſtructions of theſe two bodies to their depu- 
ties, breathed the language of moderation, 


and did not openly claim tho iy” 


which had been one great cauſe of thegeneral 
odium to which they were expoſed. Are 
we to look for the ſpirit and temper of par · 
ticular orders in public oſtenſible inſtru- 
ments, formed under ſuch circumſtances, 
or in their permanent intereſts and the 


habits of their lives? Would not theſe 


men feel themſelves degraded by the 
equality claimed by every ſubje& in the 
State ? Muſt not many laws, galling and 
irritating to theſe two orders, have paſſed, 
before the ſemblance of freedom could 
have cheered the great body of the people ? 
Their old habits muſt have recurred, in- 
flamed with all the rancorous paſſions 
which contention engenders. A ſecond 
revolt of the ſoldiery might have delivered 
the Aſſertors of public freedom into the 
hands of enraged adverſaries, and if Mr. 
Burke, a byeſtander, a mere amateur of 
ariſtocracy, can ſo liberally devote the 
National Aſſembly to a gaol, is it won- 
derful that theſe two orders ſhould be ſacrĩ · 
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„ 
N e, ficed by that Aﬀemby* to their own ſafety, 


22 and to that of the People ay * 


e, , firſt arm the Peoplh char 
whatever a common intereſt inſpires they 
may be enabled to defend, and thus give a 
moſt convincing proof of their own ſincerity. 
They then proceed to declare the eſtates 
of the Church public property. If this 


5 5 meaſure affected only the ſucceſſion to 


Church benefices, not the preſent poſ- 


1 6- ſeflors, as an abſtract. propoſition it were 


” difficult to diſpute its truth, or to aſſign a 


. rational diſtinction between the juſt ſupport 


hi, of the miniſters of Religion and of any 
| other ſervants of the Public. At leaſt we 
muſt re- adopt the prejudices of dark ages, 
to feel that divine right which ſhall ſhut 


28 the hallowed ſanctuary of the temple, 


and forbid profane eyes from prying into 
the titles of the Prieſthood. Good govern- 
ment and the happineſs of mankind are 
doubtleſs in the will of Divine Benevolence; . 
but the means of obtaining theſe bleſſings the 
God of Nature has not revealed. Theinveſ- 
tigation of theſe, and of every other intereſt 


"OBE. of human kind, is left to the light of humaf* 
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3 e Ateneo ee, Sew dal as . 
V NY — 2 
.. e Ca Etc Wn 4 fo Ge AL Go 


"6 apa» 


( 13 ] 
reaſon ; becauſe this purſuit is fitted to 
employ and to improve the beſt talents of 
the head, and the beſt affections of the 
heart. Had our Clergy - preached the 
goſpel of peace with ſo little effect, that we 
were become, what Mr. Burke deſcribes the 
French, a nation of Atheiſts.—To ſuch a 
Clergy I ſhould ſay, in the language of 
their Maſter, The tree is known by its fruit. 
Every tree that bringeth not forth good 
fruit ſhall be hewn down and caſt into'the 
fire. Ye have not diſcharged your duty, 
and are not entitled to your reward. The 
ſimple fact however is, Mr. Burke is angry. 
An Atheiſt is-an animal at leaſt as uncom- 
mon as a Monſter with two heads. Without 
being prepared to go the whole length of 
Mr. Burke's defence of Monaſtic inſtitutions, 
whole direct object ſeems to be the extinc- 
tion of all ſocial affeQtions, I yet feel the 
wound which a diſappointment of juſtexpec- 
tations will inflict on the individual. — The 
National Aſſembly will however probably 
tell us they have provided for the decent mi- 
niſtration of religious rights, that they have 
increaſed the proviſion for the uſeful effi- 
cient members of the Church and that 

= the 


e ] 


the reduction of the other parts of their 
eſtabliſhment was not a work of choice, 
but of neceſſity. That they were as a body of 


irreclaimable enemies to a free Government, 


and that Mr. Burke's conſecration of the 


State by a myſtical union with the Church, 
is a phantom which they cannot admit. 


That Politics and the Pulpit are terms 
«that have little agreement. No ſound 
« ought to be heard in the Church but the 
5 healing voice of Chriſtian Charity. The 
« cauſe of Civil Liberty and Civil Go- 


N vernment gains as little as that of Reli - 


« gion by this confuſion of duties. Thoſe 
% who quit their proper character to aſ- 
&« ſure what does not belong to them, 
care for the greater part ignorant both of 


8 the character they leave and of the charac» 


ter they aſſumeꝰ An ſhort, that prieſts are 
bad politicians, and that they mean to de» 
liver their Country from this great evil in 
future Poſſibly they may bid us look at 
home; and though one part of the King- 
dom, where Religion * lifts her mitred 


front in palaces,” be not deficient in morals, 


yet is it rivalled by another, where the 


Prieſthood have long been confined. to the 
humbler 


1 
humbler taſk of preaching the Goſpel of 
God to the People. | 


The treatment of the Nobility is 3 
ſubject of pathetic lamentation. Their 
feudal rights, as far as theſe were the 
exerciſe of uſeleſs, unprofitable power, 
have been aboliſhed. Where theſe partook 
of the nature of property they have been 
laid open to a compulſory ſale. But the 
act which is to debaſe and degrade the hu- 
man mind, to extinguiſh every generous 
ſentiment, and bury all knowledge and 
learning in the chaos of eternal night, is 
the abolition of thoſe names, by which the 
memory of invidious diſtinction was up- 
held, that the poſterity of the nobles may be 2 41 EF | 
2 

tempted to forget thoſe claims of ſu periority *-" mp fo e. 
which it is their duty as-citizens to relin- 
quiſh, and that the public mind may be e e 

led by habit as well as reaſon to acknow- —_— oC 


ledge only the dominion of laws. 
| 2 
A .. 


Mr. Burke will not allow to the Nati- ED 
onal-, Afſembly the common . faculties of 
men; and in his zeal to caſt out theſe re- . 
probates to the ſcorn of mankind, he for- 
55 gets j 


[46 1 
gets that the mode of their election was 
preſcribed by his friends the Notables. In- 
diſcriminate cenſure is commonly as little 
merited as indiſcriminate praiſe. I am 
not their panegyriſt, nor diſpoſed to pro- 
nounce on their conduct; for I ſee not all 
its bearings aud dependencies; aud the ex- 
tent, as well as complicated nature, of the 
ſubject, might baffle the judgment of a 
much abler head. It cannot, however, 
eſcape obſervation, that the prognoſtics of 
- their enemies have not yet been verified 
buy any one event. In the midſt of chaos, 
| as it were, regenerating every order of the 
State, they have fitted out, with vigor and 
X Fat 3 diſpatch, a ſtrong) naval armament ; and 
although a miſapplication of the principles 
of civil liberty for a time diſturbed the 
diſcipline of their fleet, yet this diſcipline, 
according to the report of an ariſtocrat in 
[ command, has been completely reſtored, 
not by the laſh of ſeverity, but by a zeal 
and ardor in the cauſe of their country.— 
They have alſo erected for internal defence 
a force, from numbers irreſiſtible, in the 
hands of the ſubject, which proves at 
| leaſt their confidence in the attachment of 


the 


_ \ x 
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CY N 
the people. Mr. Burke thinks there muſt 


be blood ®.— I will not ſay, Edmund, thy 
with 1s father to that thought! Perhaps 


my earneſt wiſhes may be an ingredient i in 


the judgment I form. ſee the ſtrong 
holds of deſpotiſm deſtroyed I have 2 


fidence in the powerful operation of that 227 Ss 


principle which pervades all France—a 
ſenſe of common intereſt. As, a theoriſt, 
I acknowledge their defects, particularly 
that the executive 1s too much, blended 
with the legillative authority. But my 
theory is 2 by the experience of 
other States. The Governments in Swit- 
zerland are many of the worſt forms, an 
ariſtocracy approaching to oligarchy; yet 
the people knowing the uſe of arms, and 
the temptations of corruption being with- 


* This phraſe has been miſunderſtood, a5 if it imputed to a 


Mr. Burke a want of humanity; whereas nothing more way 
intended than an intimation that both his judgment and 
mine might be influenced by our wiſhes, on the queſtion, 
Whether the preſent government of France will experience 
a ſerious reſiſtance? On the contrary, the author has al- 
ways thought that Mr, Burke's humanity dwelling on partial 
evils, magnified by a warm imagination, had perverted his 
judgment, and produced a book entirely to the tafte of all thoſe 
whoſe er 
Mr. Burke has tlirougti life reſiſted, 
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[ el held from their rulers, no country in the 


Ae, World enjoys a milder adminiſtration, or 
dep more real liberty ; the ſoil is highly cultiva- 
# . . = ted; and taxes, ſo ſmall as ſcarcely to be felt 

N _— <2 by the people, are found more than adequate 
re? . to all the expences of Government; while 
| the ſurplus i in the public treaſury remains 


a ſupply for the poſſible event of war. 


Jam old enough to remember the con: 

fident prediations of public men reſpecting 
. Americas It was thought the loſs of the 
Hat ores Pry ſuperintending authority of Great Britain 
1 muſt be the ſignal of uniyerſal diſorder. It 
1 22 . was faid the varieties in the Governments of 
—_—_— thirteen provinces, in the religion, manners, 
18222 57 and habits of the people, muſt engender 
. ſuch an oppoſition of intereſt and paſſion, 
, as will preclude all ſettlement, and compel 
A them, from internal convulſions alone, to 
ſeek refuge from themſelves, under the 

protecting wing of Royal authority. Ex- 

perience, however, has proved that civil 

order naturally ariſes among an enlightened 

*þ people, from a ſenſe of common inkereſt, 
| Even the acrimony of religious contention 


Was filenced by a ſtronger paſſion; ; and 
| c 


11 
the fleet and armies of Great Britaiti Were 
baffled by a nation, united to a man in 


one common cauſe. Juſtices moreover; is 2 ere ns 


the ſpontaneous growth of a free State. ,,,2-<: 
They are now proceeding to diſcharge ot Amt 
only the debts incurred by their conteſt * 
with us, but even thoſe contracted unde: 8 
their former Governments, Perhaps France 

may exhibit a third example to mankind, 

at how ſmall a charge every object of good 

government may be obtained. To admi- 

niſter juſtice, and to protect the country 

from foreign enemies, are objects which 

muſt command the unanimous concurrence 


of all. 


Theſe things are to us at preſent the . 
ſubjects of mere ſpeculation ; but the prae- © 
tical concluſions which are thence drawn, 
may affect our neareſt and deareſt intereſts, 
Should Mr. Burke's judgment be correct \ 
in the deſcription which he has given of / 
France, are there no circumſtances of ſimi- 


larity in the ſituation of the two countries, 5 
which may afford us inſtructicif? It is no 
an highly-wrought picture of their cala- "Ot 
mities, but a temperate inveſtigation o — EM; ; 
D 2 the - "0 Amy} 4 
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the cauſe, which can preſerve us from 
ſimilar diſtreſs. The evident * of de- | 
ſtruction to the F rench Monarchy were 
ic hes, hich rendered the Government 
oppreſſive, and conſequent] y odious to the 
great body of the people. How ſtands 
our own ? France contains, at the loweſt 
eſtimation, twenty-five millions of people; 
their taxes, at .their higheſt receipt, little 
exceeded twenty-three millions ſterling.— 
Our people were never computed at more 
than nine millions; our taxes (beſides lo- 
cal burdens to the poor, &c.) exceed fif- 
teen millions ſterling. The annual pay- 
ments to the public creditors in France 
were eight millious - our payments exceed 
nine millions. Our debts and taxes, there - 
fore, are double to thoſe i in France, which 
brought on the preſent convulſions. Their 
debts are, moreover, a conſiderable pro- 
portion * of life aunuities, which time will 
diſcharge. Our debts, with very trifling 
exceptions, require the payment of the 
capital, in addition to the annual income. 


0 Exceeding, I believe, one third of the white. 
A lapſe 


1 21 1 


A lapſe of thirty- four years, from the war 


commencing in 1756, one half only of 
the ordinary period of human life, has ſuf- 
ficed to contract the greater part of this 


enormous burden, and the cauſes of public 


profuſion continue to operate with accu- 
mulated weight. We not only pay nine 


millions annually for the intereſt of paſt 


follies, but every new folly is nearly a double 
charge. . Every individual feels the effe& 
of taxes in his own expenditure ; and the 
State equally feels this neceſſary increaſe 


of expenditure in every ſhip ſhe builds, in 


every ſoldier or ſailor ſhe feeds or clothes, 


while the oppreſſive weight of taxes on 


the commerce and induſtry of the country 
eradicates the means oſ future ſupply. 


From what cauſe are theſe evils derived? 
—Evidently from the defective conſtitu- 
tion of that aſſembly who are entruſted 
with the public purſe. And theſe defects 


I mean to touch, at the hazard of being 


abuſed as an * economiſt,” or even the 
imputation of a cold heart, and muddy 


* 


underſtanding,” * It would, however, be” - 
unjuſt-not to beſtow a few pages on 2 2 2 | 
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M1 
examination of thoſe doctrines, by whicli 
Mr. Burke would inculcate a patient ſub- 


miſſion to all our preſent and future bur- 


dens, with a devout reverence for the con- 


ſecration of paſt errors, by this new N 
prieſt of ancient 17 AT 


Mr. Burke takes as his text this dange- 
rous and damnable poſit! tion of Dr. Price, 
that His Majeſty © is almoſt the only la w- 


ful King in the world, becauſe the only 


is one who owes his crown to the choice 
i of his people; and he gravely adviſes the 
Kingof Pruſſia andotherabſolute Monarchs, 
not to admit into their territories theſe 
apoſtolic miſhonaries of freedom. On this 
point, his 'mind may reſt fatisfied that 
thoſe legitimate monarchs, who preach 
their doctrines by regiments of dragoons 
© and corps of infantry and artillery,” 
to the edification of obedient ſubjects, have 
arguments more convincing than his 
logic. Not preſſed by ſo cogent an ar- 
gument for diſcreet filence, I ſhall venture 


to repeat a_ doftrine taught by Locke 
and Sidney, that a legitimate Government 
| tan have no other foundation than the con- 


my 
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ſent of the people, and I affirm that his 
preſent Majeſty, in fa, as well as prin- 
ciple, owes his crown to the choice of his 
people. I feel as ſtrong an intereſt in the 
Britiſh conſtitution as Mr. Burke; but 1 ne- 
ver can admit that this intereſt ſhould reſt 
on 10 baſeleſs a ſupport as prejudice, con- 
cored! in ignorance and error, Prejudice 
in this country produced two rebellions 
for the glorious purpoſe of annihilating the 
religion and liberties of the nation. 1 do 
not wiſh the attempt to be repeated, In 
France, from one extremity to the other, | 
the glory of the Grand Monarque was the, 
paſſion of the people their religion their 
idolatry. The viſion is paſt, and the na- | 
tion now as paſſionately deſtroy every veſ- J 
tige of that deſpotiſm which their owa folly 1 
had created. No juſt reaſoner on the Bri- 
iſh conſtitution will conſent that the 
meaneſt prerogative of our Monarch ſhould 


ſtand on ſo inſecure a foundation as preju- | 2 
dice, which, at beſt, is caprice and the 
faſhion of a day. The reaſon of the people = 
ſhould be convinced that their interefls are 

* * by a a fi rm adherence to the pron- 


; 
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ciples of our Government, and a temperate 
reformation of its abuſes. 


No man affirming that his preſent Ma- 
je ſty owed his crown to the choice of his 
people, ever was underſtood to mean that 
King George the Third was actually elect: 
ed, or that the people had made the mo- 
narchy elective. The contrary is a known 
hiſtorical fact. But if the people had no 
right to chuſe, he can have no title, be- 
cauſe others ſtood before him in the re- 
gular courſe of hereditary ſucceſſion. It is 
true that the Revolution was effected in 
England by an union of Whigs and Tories. 
It is true, that the great Stateſmen of thoſe 
days wiſely temporiſed, and kept back the 
juſt principles of Government, in deference 
to the abſurd prejudices of their allies the 
Tories. It is equally true, that all the acts 
paſſed on this ſubject are drawn with a 
manifeſt intention to hide from public view 
the true nature of the tranſaction; becauſe 
| thoſe great Stateſmen certainly neyer wiſh- 
ed to provoke thoſe rebellions of prejudi Ice 
againſt the religion and liberties of the 
country, which, nevertheleſs, all their 

care 
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cate was unable to prevent. When King 
James fled, aud the Prince of Orange 
reached London, who inveſted him with 
the regal power of convening a Parliament ? ? 
On the requeſt of thoſe Peers who firſt 
aflembled, the Prince refuſed to act. There 
was no Parliament exiſting ; ; and the 
Members whaghad fat in Parliament dur- 
ing the reign of Charles the Second, be- 
fore the ſubverſion of charters, together 
with a portion of the Common Council 
of the city of London, were. deemed 
the beſt repreſentative of the Nation. 
This was the ſource and origin of all 
the power under which the ſubſequent 
ſettlement was made. Neither King 
nor Parliament antecedently exiſted; If 
the whole authority was not derived from 
a repreſentative of the People, acknow- 
ledged by no exiſting law, King Wil- 
liam was an uſurper, and we are now re- 
bels againſt our lawful Sovereign: King 
James was gone, and had taken with him 
an infant ſon. By the law of England, a 
King could do no wrong his Miniſters 
were reſponſible. Upon no principle of 
law or juſtice could his infant ſon forfeit 
8 E 


( 6 } 
his ſaccefſion z - yet both father and ſor 
were cut off for ever. Tlie two daugh- 


ters, Mary and Anne, were poſtpohed, and 
the Prince of Orange called to the ſole ex- 


erciſe of the kingly power during his life. 
There is a levity in the terms, „ caſhiering 
Governors for miſconduct,“ which does 
not pleaſe me; yet, unqueſtionably, the 


doctrine is true. Upon what principle 
could this tran ſaction paſs, unleſs the People 
had a right to reſume the power of theit 
King, and elect a perſon to that office bet- 
ter qualified to execute the truſt? Mr. 
Burke lays ſtreſs on the terms of the ſub- 
ſequent act of ſettlement, which declares 
the Princeſs Sophia and Electreſs Dowager 
of Hanover to be next in ſucceſſion. It is, 
however, perfectly notorious, that, as the 
Taw ſtood, before that act, the could not 
have legally ſacceeded to the throne ; and 
however diſguiſed in tenderneſs to proju- 
dice, this was as evidently a choice as the 
former, and his preſent Majeſty owes his 


"crown to the choice of the * * | 


} " 


I am not Heated with. the Ee of 
Dr. Price, though his d6Qrine has my firm- 
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eſt aflent. I affirm that all government 
is a truſt, for the execution of which, 
King, Lords, and Commons, are reſpon- 


ſible to the People, If the Powers of Go- Ne. Au. 
vernment be Property, and in that ſenſe - je., 


* ' x A Goue | 
iber TANCE, our laws are pregnant with” 72. GIFs 7 
robbery and injuſtice. —If a vote for a ale: 


Member of Parliament be property, why :. ALT 14 


may not the voter {ell it, or why is a core 


tive Government a High Crime and Miſde> /2Z5; "27. | 
3 

meanor? Why does even a neglect of duty . , 
ſubject a Magiſtrate to puniſhment ? Howe, e. 2 


iniquitous would be thoſe laws which de- 
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prive numerous clafles of placemen of the - FA * 
right of fitting in Parliament, or even. Le FA 
voting in elections, if all the Powers of Go- .. wan, 


vernment were not a trſt held by the in 


———— 


dividuals, not for their own benefit but for ee 2 > f 
that of the Public? In the individuals they, ,._ 'F CA y 


are a truft, they are the property of the 2<</@ 
EX 
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Community at large, 
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«© The exploded fanatics of Slavery * 2 1 
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as Mr. Burke ſtyles them, though they = 7 


contended that Kings held their Crowns 
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never maintained that theſe Kings held 
their power as property for their own 
benefit, but as a truſt committed to them 
by the will of Heaven, for the due exe- 
eution of which they were reſponſible—not 
to man but to God.—l profeſs I ſhould be 
glad to underſtand Mr. Burke's diſtinction. 
If the People have no right to determine 
under what circumſtances the power ſhall 
be reſumed, I cannot comprehend to whom 
Rulers are reſponſible—except to God.— 
Or how Mr. Burke's doctrine differs from 
that of the old exploded fanatics of Slavery. 
Mr. Burke's notion of right is bottomed, 
as he tells us, on ſolid Principles of Law 
and Policy; but he has nat condeſeended 
to explain theſe Principles. He has indeed 
hinted at a ſort of irievocable compact. I 
preſume he will not infiſt much on this 
compact between a Deſpot and his Subjects 
this were ſamething like a compact 
between a wolfe and ſheep, the latter 
conſenting to be devoured. —The Emperor 
of Morocco, the Grand” Seignor, or even 


our good ally the King of Pruſſia, will 


-ſearcely eſtabliſh his claim to deſpotic {way 
on any RT with his ſubjects. Theſe, 
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and indeed moſt of the Governments which 
exiſt, have their real foundation i in force, 
which a greater force may as juſtly ſubvert, 
Mr. Burke does not, indeed, condemn the 
inhabitants of Prance in demanding a free 
Conftitution, it 1s the exceſs of their zeal 45 He 75 
that he ſo indignantly reprobates. But the 2 = 
violation of a compact can never depend on. 2 2 22 
the degree in which men depart from the 3 An 
terms to which they have once affented. . 
The obſervance is a demand of juſtice which PERF 
admits of no refinements, In truth, the- How 
nature of the ſubje& 1s incapable of an irre- ry — 
vocable compact. The varying condition of 
man requires in every ſociety a legiſlative 
authority; aud it is an admitted Principle, 
that no Legiſlative authority can preſcribe a 
rule of conduct which the ſame authority 
may not afterwards annulL-Where this TC 5- 25. 
power reſides in a ſingle Perſon, the — 2 
ſurdity of an irrevocable contract is ſelf evi- . 
dent. It were 3 compact, the terms of J 


which one party may vary at pleaſure, and in | 1 


which the other is ſuppoſed to conſigu him- 
ſelf and his poſterity, for whom he has no 
power to contract, to the varying will or Ca- 
price of a maſter, to the moſt abject ſlavery. 
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Nor is the abſurdity much leſs where the 
legiſlatiye authority is veſted in many, for 
1 as their ſhame and dread of Puniſhment are 
leſs, ſo their power is commonly greater. 
| The truth ſeems to be what Mr. Locke has 
taught. All Men are by nature equal. No 
authority can be exerciſed over them, un- 
leſs to exact that juſtice which independent 
communities yet in a ſtate of nature may 
require from each other. The aggregate of 
theſe rights the community delegate to 
their Rulers, and farther the juſt powers 
of Government can never extend. — 
This delegation of undefined power never 
can ſubſiſt longer thau the community. 
at large conſent, unleſs the delegate can 
rightfully aſſume the charaQer of maſter, 
and mankind can renounce the moral obli- 
gation to employ the beſt means in their 
| power of adyancing the general happineſs. 
therefore conclude that the People have 
the right, as unqueſtionably they poſſeſs 
the Porver, of changing their Goverument, 
whenever in their judgment the purpoſes 
of its inſtitution can be better attained, A In 
„u. Hens che practical exerciſe of this right, : that firſt 
4 pon 2 "ry of hyman virtues, yin undoubtedly 
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requires that ithby ſhould weigh well-the 
inevitable evils attendant on all change, and 
the haz ard of not obtaining their object be- 
fore they engage in ſo perilous an adven- 
ture. | | 


es os. AMC ods... di 
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The whole fallacy of Mr. Burke's fende | 
ing conſiſts in confounding the right of the 4 

people with its abuſe? In the exerciſe even *. Ae 7 60 = | 
of the cleareft rights of property, man, as a 2 Pr Fog _— | 
moral agent, is bound by moral obligations. 06-3 . * | 
The ſacrifice which under this ſanction he -- & <, a> 2. ; 
makes of perſonal enjoyment to the duties t. -. , | 
of a father, of a huſband, or a maſter, lows od Links | 
not impeach his dominion over his own © Shay = | 
property ; in the ſame manner as the moral 2. LEAR. 7 
reſtraint from waging unjuſt wars by Wan ©» * 
means derogates from the rights of a mg” — _} 
vereign ſtate. In this ſenſe neither the © + — 5 
people, nor thoſe to whom they have dele 4A | | 
gated the ſovereign power, can have an un- AA. aa. 7 2 
qualied right to follow the dictates of ca- Per ae St T 
price; becauſe all men in all ſtations ar 6 96-5247 29, 
moral agents accountable for their conduct 77 A. 2 
to the Great Author of nature; and EA? Pane. | | 
equally bound to make the public happineſs 7 | 


the rule of their conduct. Yet if the Py EA | 
ſove e. | 
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Ou ane ſovereign power be not placed above 
Li ee —=S at all human reſtraint, the people muſt poſ- 
&- 20 . ſeſs the ultimate right of judging, under 
{ | iii £ocoo-oo What circumſtances the conſtitution of _ 
r., dhe State ſhall be corrected or varied, or 
1 A ard. of ven totally changed. In the exerciſe of 
k his right the people are doubtleſs under 
the reſtraint of moral obligation, and lightly 
bo overthrow a Government would be found 
in practice as dangerous to their interęſts as 
inconſiſtent with their duty. The pre- 
valence however of deſpotic power, even 
; in enlightened Europe, evinces, that this 
| 2 . evil is not greatly to be feared In the 
„ e *---; mean time it is of the laſt importance that 
Ae W the people ſhould not be blindly led by 
3 antient prejudices, but by an enlightened love 
gf: 4 their 4 2 a Abe LE their 
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f | | 6 DO My cull has not 51 8 ten- 
2 dency to render Government infecure. 
| When power is greatly abuſed, the People 
will reſiſt: but juſt theories teach both 
| x * 2 Prince and people the limits of their duty. 
e . Princes are taught to conſider a benevolent 


| AL 32 th attention to the rights of the ſubject as the 
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beſt ſecurity to their throne; and the Peo- 
ple are taught to regard the juſt preroga- 
tives of the Crown not as a portion taken 
from their liberties; but as a truſt held for 
their benefit. No idea of a ſeparate inte- 
reſt intervenes to diſturb their union. Both 
King and Subjects regard each other as 
members of one community, each in his 
ſeveral ſtation advancing the intereſts of 
all; and the Throne is thus eſtabliſhed in 
the ſteady; becauſe rational, affection of 
an enlightened People. 


Our Conſtitution is admirably adapted to 
this end. The King poſſeſſes no one pre- 
rogative which, upon my principles, ought 
not to be given, if it were not already poſ- 
ſefled—not one which, transferred to dif- 
ferent hands; /would not diſturb the har- 
mony of the other parts of our Goverti- 
ment. The People, doubtleſs, might have 
erected an eleQtive* monarchy ; but they 


veſted the whole executive power iu the 
Monarch, and tranſmitted this power by 
hereditary ſucceſſion, that every part of it 
may for ever be placed beyond the graſp 
F of 
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of ambitious ſubjects. As the excluſive 
appointment to all the offices of executive 
government is veſted in the King, ſo the 
powers of control, to prevent an abuſe of 
this truſt, are exolufively veſted in Parlia- 


ment. Whenever theſe powers are di- 


rectly or indirectly united, all control is 
gone. It is, therefore, the manifeſt inte- 
reſt of the People to preſerve the whole 
executive authority of the State excluffvely 


in the hands of the King; and it is equal- 


ly their intereſt that this authority ſhall 
paſs fron father to ſon without the form 
of an election, which may afford opportu- 


nity to the intrigues of ambitious ſtateſ- 


men to plunder the Juſt * of the 
Crown. 


Two events have 8 within a very 


few ycars to illuſtrate this reaſoning, and 


to ſhew, by example, whether Mr. Burke's 
principles or miue are beſt adapted to pre- 


Herve,” in every event, our Government 


entire. In 1784 two parties, without any 


common opinion of public duty, united, 


and by a manifeſt perverſion of the truſts 


committed to the Houſe of Commons, en- 


* deavoured 
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deavoured indirectly to name, the Muutters 
of the Crown, and conſequently. to engroſs 
the whole executive authority of the State. 
Upon Mr. Burke's principles of govern- 
ing by an union of great families, and 
leading the People by prejudices and habi- 
tual attachments, all this was right. In 
my judgment the meaſure was a ſubver- 
ſion of the Conſtitution ; and as an hum- 
ble individual I then maintained that it was 
the duty of the King to diſſolve * the Par- 
liament, and the intereſt of the People to 
repreſs the attempt. 


The other inſtance I allude to was yet 
more indefenſible, becauſe it was carried 
into more deſperate effect, and by perſons 
who, on the former ſtruggle, had main- 
tained principles which ought to have pre- 
yented the attempt. a 


“ Vide two tracts publiſhed by the author, one before, 
the other after the diſſolution of Parliament, entitled 
A candid Inveſtigation of the preſent prevailing Topic, and 

The Claim of the Houſe of Commons to a Negative on the 

- Appointment of the Miniſters of the Crown examined and 
| confuted, where the ſubject is explained more at large. 
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The reader will anticipate me in recalling 
the mockery of legiſlation by the Great Seal 
on the occaſion of the propoſed Regency. 


Every public principle, on which an here- 


ditary tranſmiſſion of the executive autho- 
rity can be ſupported, applied with equal 
force to the caſe of the Regent, the Prineg 
of Wales being of full age: but the party 


| poſſeſſed of the government did not chuſe 


to quit it until they had rendered the exer- 
ciſe of this authority impracticable in the 
hands of-their adverſaries. To the friends 
of a wild democracy the Miniſter preſented 
the ſpecious appearance of a choice in the 
People through their nominal repreſenta- 
tives, whole reſolutions he himſelf pre- 
ſcribed. To the Tories he preſented Mr. 
Burke's favourite prejudice of an hereditary 
property in the Crown, and was diſpoſed to 
lock up the jewel until the individual 
ſhould be again able to wear it. The pub- 
lic rights of the community are the pro- 


ßerty of the People alone—every power of Go- 


yernment is a truſt delegated by the People, 
and its extent preſcribed by the terms of de- 
legation: but it was totally forgotten on this 


occaſion that the kingly office, like every 


other 


1 


ather office of the State, was a truſt created | 

for the ſole benefit of the People, and that | 

ſtanding” the Government, the two Houſes 3 

of Parliament had no claim to the legiſla- 

tive authority. The prejudices of the Peo- | 

ple were here again cheated (for prejudice is 

an egregious dupe) by the nonſenſical ce- 

remony of affixing the Great Seal to the 

reſolutions of the two Houſes, as if the 

metal of this ſame Great Seal had ſome 

magical power of imparting the Royal 

conſent. By this ſtrange compound of 

Whig and Tory prejudices the kingly office 

was ſtripped of its prerogatives, a Court 

influence erected in oppoſition to the acting | | 

executive magiſtrate, and the nomination | 
| 


of Miniſters thus made the ſubje& of a 
vile ſcramble of parties in the Houſe of þ 
Commons; - for it 18 impoſſible? to believe * e, 7 | 
that this arrangement had any other ob- aw es Pr | 
jet. If the prerogatives were fit to ex #8 

the People had a right to their exerciſe ; if FO TA e, 


they were uſeleſs, they ought to be abo- bong 5 | 
lhe 4 *. | $ocot e/2-1 


* Videa tract by the author, entitled Thoughts on the 
preſent Proceedings of the Houſe of Commons. 
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No man will deem theſe principles inju- 
rious to Royal authority.— Of the peerage 
I have little to ſay — I cannot, with Mr. 
Burke, think the “ light of Europe” 
would be extinguiſhed by their fall ; nor, 
with the late Lord Chatham, am I inclined 


to denominate their Houſe of Parliament. 


an hoſpital of incurables, though it were 
difficult to deny that eſſential ſervice to the 
State or ſupereminent public virtue are not 
always the prevailing claim to this diſ- 
tinguiſhed honour. The Houſe of Peers, 
however, are not the natural guardians of 
the People's rights—they are a body whoſe 
intcreſt and prejudices incline them to the 
Crown — they are an uſeful check to the 
poſſible exceſſes of a democratic wy in 
the Commons. | 


The Houſe of Commons 1s the part of 


our Conſtitution where the direct influence. 


of the People ought to prevail. Here the 
defences of public liberty have given way 
and unleſs theſe be ſpeedily repaired, an 
inundation of corruption and of debts 
threatens the State with ruin, No error 


is more groſs than to ſuppoſe we poſſeſs the 
* 7. Fn 


(3 | 

ſame repreſentation of the People which 
our anceſtors enjoyed. Repreſentation of 
the People exiſts when the body choſen act 
under impreſſion of the ame intereſt with 
the whole community. This object may 
be obtained either by ſimply removing all 
temptation of a ſeparate private intereſt 
from the individuals elected, or by ſo uniting. 
the repreſentatives with the great body of 
the People, by equal free elections, fre- 

quently repeated, that no opportunity may 
offer of ſeducing them from their public 
duty. In this country the latter method 
has never been even attempted. About 
one fourth of the Members of our Houſe 
of Commons are choſen by counties and 
great cities — the remainder are either re- 
turned by rotten boroughs, or nominated 
by individuals. 2 bg 


Soon after the Revolution, hen a ſtand- 
ing force of ſeven thouſand men was re- 
garded as an army dangerous to the hber- 
ties of the country, when the King had 
few offices to beſtow, five hundred gentle- 

men, however aflembled, formed a tole-, 
| : rable 
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fable repreſentation of the People, becauſe 
in the abſence of temptation they acted 
under the impreſſion of one common inte- 
reſt. We have ſince acquired the Eaſt and 
Weſt Indies, with all the train of appoint- 
merits Vaſt naval and military eſtabliſh - 


ments are now maintained in time of peace 


— The management of a revenue has de- 
volved on the Crown, for the payment of 
the public creditor alone, equal to. the 
higheſt expenditure of Queen Anne's wars 
Our peace eſtabliſhment, with the civil 
lift, exceeds fix millions. — Above all, a 
monied intereſt has ariſen which feeds on 
the vitals of the State, ſupplies the profu- 
ſion of Miniſters, enables them to antici- 
pate the future reſources of the country, 
to mortgage the labours of all poſterity; 
and to ſquander the inheritance of ages; X* 


For a time, this corroding corruption 


/ filently undermined tlie public ſecurity : 


at length influence was reduced to a ſyſtem 
—and what has been the effect? In the 
ſhort period of thirty-four years, the enor- 
mous addition of one hundred and ſeventy 

millions 


. % . 
millions to our public debt. Any reaſoti; 
or no reaſon, - ſuffices for a vote or a loan: 
To conquer America in Germany to hold 
the ſame America in ſubjection by an army, 
and thereby to annihilate the liberties of 
Great Britain to ſupport a Pruſſian deſpot 
in oppreſſing a free people or to adjuſt a a 
claim to the carſkins of Nootka Sound 
are alike cogent motives for war. The 
Miniſter comes down, opens his budget, and 
propoſes his taxes. Leſs reſiſtance is made 
than by the Parliaments of France, under 
their moſt deſpotic Monarchs: The abuſe 
has become fo faſhionable in the Houſe of 
Commons, that a man would - incur the 
charge of innovation, and be reproached 
as the author of a dangerous hereſy, who 
ſhould ventute to ſuggeſt that mankind were 
formed by their Creator for any better 
purpoſe than to pay taxes to the State. 
Every principle of equal juſtice has been 
ſubverted to incteaſe the revenue; and 
that odious, deteſtable ſyſtem of exciſe, 
which rendets every man whom it touches 
2 flave to the ruling Power, has been ex- 
tended beyond all bounds. If Dri Price 
affirmed that repreſentation, partially - cho- 
DIET: - ſen, 


an 1 


fn; and under 3 influence, becomes 
2- nuiſance to the People, Mr. Necker juſ- 
tifies the charge. He declares. that the laſt 
impoſition on windows was ſuch, as the 
Miniſter of no other Sovereign would have 
dared to propble a tax ſo exceſſive on 
the common: bounties of Nature, light and 
air, that it has deformed half the houſes in 
the kingdom; and compelled the people to 
dwell in oo aud aa 


The wh; bus grown. to * 1e 
pom as our Houſe of Commons is conſti- 
tTutèd, the moſt upright Miniſter can have 
no choice. Of the Members for Counties, 
ſome are influenced by their old Tory pre- 
judices, and fancy while they plunder the 
People, they {ſupport the Throne. Thoſe 
nominated by individuals, adhere blindly 
to that party which their patrons have em- 
braced. The remainder; for the moſt part, 
purchaſe their ſeats—lay out their money 
as an adventure, and, in the true ſpirit of 
commercial enterpriae, expect a profitable 
return. | Theſe men, foldiers, ſailors, law- 
vers, and ttaders by profeſſion, conſtitute 
the majority. In an an aſſembly, the 


g private 
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Private intereſt of individuals muſt lence 
that nation al intereſt which ou ght ever to 


dictate the*refblations of the Houſe; 10 


me it ſeems that the vital principle of every 
free Government dhe juſt weight of the 
People, is extinct in Legion and chat 
nothing could have preferved the ſpirit of 


liberty in the country, had not this vital 


principle yet ſubfiſted in the adminiſtration 
of juſtice. So contagious, however, 1 18 the 
ſpirit which pervades a Government, that 
even this ſtrong hold of public freedom, 
the trial by jury, has been groffly violated, 
Doctrines have been maintained from the 
Beuch, by which this inſtitution, the ſa- 
cred guardian of all our rights, was an- 
nulled, and a new Court-of Star Chamber 
erected to puniſh the moſt undefined and 
undefinable of all erimes a "libel; for 1 
defy human ingenuity to explain what 
power of the aboliſhed Star Chamber is 
wanting to our modern Court of King's 
Bench, if the verdi& of a jury does not 
intervene, to pronounee on the guilt or in- 
nocence of the perſon accuſed, before he 
be delivered over to puniſhment, by dif- 


eie fine and impriſonment. If the 
G 2 bare 
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bare fact of publication, and plain import 
of the words be the ſole ſubje of a jury's 
inquiry, the diſtinction is nominal. 


| The ſpirit of this admirable inſtitution 


requires that a jury taken from the great 
body of the People, and returning again to 
the common maſs, ſhall pronounce on the 


whole charge, becauſe they will remember 


that the meaſure which they mete to their 
nezghbour may be returned into their own 
boſam, To provide, however, the moſt 
correct adminiſtration of juſtice will be "of 


. avail, unleſs a watchful jealouſy ſhall 


be employed to withſtand the encroach- 
ments of power, to repair thoſe breaches 
which the moſt perfect ſyſtem of Govern- 
ment, like all other human inſtitutions, 
muſt ſuſtain—above all, to guard the public 
property, and ſtrictly to meaſure its appli- 
cations by the neceſſities of the State, 
Theſe in our conſtitution are the moſt im- 
portant duties of the Houſe of Commons 
How far nominal repreſentatives will diſ- 
charge theſe duties, let experience, and 
common ſenſe decide, 


The 


* 


. 

The late Lord Chatham foretold that 
our rotten boroughs could not outlive this 
century, and ſhort as the period now is, 
preſent appearances ſtrongly indicate. the 
completion of his prophecy. The cauſe 
which has convulſed the kingdom of 
France, exiſts with us in a twofold de- 
gree. Should the People not be tempted 
to. inquire on what principle truſtees for 
ſeven years have ſold the inheritance 
ſhould they not refle& that as the bulk of 
revenue mult be drawn from the daily la- 
bour of the multitude, to ſweat and toil 
for others without reward, is not the cha- 
racteriſtic diſtinction of freedom or ſhould 
not the preſſure of their neceſſities operate 
independent of reaſon ; the modern ſyſ- 
tem of revenue carries internally the ſeeds 
of its own deſtruction. When the ſyſtem 
of borrowing firſt commenced, the taxation 
being light and impoſed on ſubjects of uni- 
verſal conſumption, was little felt by the 
People, while the funds created were a 
ſtock always ready at command, which cir- 
culated paper to three times the amount, 
and operating as money, gave life and vi- 
gor to manufactures. The effect was, that 
: | theſe 


J 
theſe taxes gradually increaſed to nearly 


three times the amount with the growing 
proſperity of the State: The natural ob- 


jects of taxation habe been long finct 


| _—_ the induſtry of the country 
| iz' oppreſſed with accumulated burthens; 


and the reverſe of tlie former effe&'ap- 


proaches with haſty ſtrides ®. The taxes 
which have been given for thelaſt1 , $00,000. 
of revenue have! not yielded 90, ooo l., 
and have nevertheleſs decreaſed the product 
of the former taxes, while the numbers 
of our people decline. Vet the cauſes of pub- 
lic profuſion continue to operate with in- 
creaſing force. Reformation in the ſource 
of this evil, a perverted nominal repreſen- 
tation, will be forced upon us by inevitable 
neceſſity. It cannot long be delayed. 


his view of the effect of taxation has been borrowed 
fxom converſation wich a gentleman who means to oblige the 
public with the detailed proofs. In his view of the ſubject, 
the effects of taxation are no longer ſpeculation but hiſ- 
_ 
+ By the returns to the Tax Office it appears that although 
the houſes in London and its neighbourhood haye increaſed 
7000, the number of houſes throughout the whole King, 
dom have decreaſed 6000, and the cottages above 194990, 
within a very few years. 
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LESS: _ 
Theſe are the reflections which the cons 

vulſions of à neighbouring kingdom have 

ſuggeſted to my mind, and which Mr, 

| Burke's pamphlet has provoked me to 

commit to the Prefs. If in combating his 

opinions I have. advanced poſitions on the 
general ſubject of government which others 
may condemn, I have no wiſh to ſkreen 
] my ov errors from detection.— All inveſ- 
| tigation promotes the cauſe of truth.— The 
terrors of Mr. Burke's eloquence will not 
prevent me avowing the fincere conviction 
of my mind.—I therefore beg leave to re- 
peat, that all legitimate Government muſt 
| for ever reſt on the willing obedience of the 
* great body of the People, and that when 
force is employed againſt them under any 

form of Conſtitution, the People have not , 

only a perſect right, but it becomes their 0 

duty to reſiſt. That all power exerciſed by a 
part is a 7ruft derived from the whole com- 
munity, created ſolely for their benefit, and 

which can be held by no other tenure than 

by their conſent. That, to ſecure the willing 

obedience of the People, the duties which 

we all owe to our Country are, to extirpate 

every prejudice fi om their minds, to convince 

their 
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| 9 85 their reaſon, to explain the principles. of 
7 £4 our Conſtitution, and thus, with their cou - 
7 currence, reforming its abuſes, endeavour to 
5 render it in practice, as in theory, the moſt 
. perfect ſyſtem of Government which ever 
appeared in the hiſtory of Mankiud. 
6 . 0 a . 


